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Turkish Neonatal Society (TNS) RSV Study Group established palivizumab usage recommendations  for 
RSV prophylaxis at 11 July 2018 and these recommendations were announced at the web site of TNS. 
Recently, the following recommendations for palivizumab usage were established by a decleration for 
the change in Social Security Institution Health Practice Notification and has been published in the 
Turkey- Legal Gazette (Number 31157, first repeated) at 16 June 2020:   

(1) The drug with the active ingredient Palivizumab, based on a 1-year medical report issued by child 
allergy, child immunology and allergy diseases, pediatric infectious diseases, pediatric pulmonology, 
pediatric cardiology or neonatalogy physicians and prescribed by the stated physicians or pediatric 
physicians up to 5 doses and a maximum of 2 years during the RSV season (between October and 
March) is covered by the institution. 

(2) In the prevention of serious lower respiratory disease caused by RSV in high-risk babies, the cost is 
covered by the institution for the following criterias: 

a) Preterm infants whose calendar age is less than 12 months and the gestational age is less than 29 
0/7 weeks or under 1000 g birth weight in RSV season, or 

b) Preterm infants with a calendar age of 90 days and a gestational age of 29 0/7 - 31 6/7 weeks during 
the RSV season, or 

c) Infants younger than 2 years who received at least one of bronchodilator, oxygen, diuretic or 
corticosteroid therapies for chronic lung disease (CLD) within the last 6 months before the beginning 
of the RSV season or, 

d) Younger than 2 years old in the beginning of the RSV season; babies with cyanotic congenital heart 
disease, acyanotic congenital heart disease requiring congestive heart failure treatment, babies who 
continue to receive congestive heart failure treatment due to residual hemodynamic disorder although 
operated, babies with significant pulmonary hypertension (more than 50% of systemic pressure) and 
hemodynamic disorder babies with cardiomyopathy who requires treatment support. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 The chronological age at the start of RSV season  

 ≤3 months <12 months 12 to 24 months 

Preterms <29 wGA           Prophylaxis 
recommended 

No prophylaxis 

Birth weight <1000 g  Prophylaxis 
recommended 

No prophylaxis 

Preterms 29 to <32 
wGA* 

Prophylaxis 
recommended 

No prophylaxis No prophylaxis 

BPD**  Prophylaxis 
recommended 

 

 

BPD therapy in the 
last 6 months*** 

 

 

Prophylaxis 
recommended 

Prophylaxis 
recommended 

 

*All preterm infants between 29 0/7 and 31 6/7 wGA whose chronological age is ≤ 3 months at 
the begining of RSV season  

** Bronchopulmonary dysplasia (BPD); pretem infants <32 0/7 wGA, who requred 
supplemental oxygen therapy at least 28 days >21 %FiO2 

*** Ex-prematures with BPD who require medical therapy including oxygen, 
bronchodilators, or diuretics in the last 6 months before the start of RSV season should 
also be given RSV prophylaxis during the second year of life.   

 


